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Unemployment in Jordan 


Dr. Mohammad M. Siryani 
Abstract: 


Unemployment is a serious problem facing the Jordanian 
economy since the establishment of the state until now, except a short 
period of time. The unemployment in the Jordanian labor market is due 
to some internal and external factors affected the Jordan economy, in the 
last three decades, the rate varies between 15-20% of the labor force. 
Some of the internal factors are the economic reaction, return of the 
Jordanian labor force from the Gulf States. High population growth, 
Increasing cheap foreign labor and the unbalanced educational policy . 
the most important external factor is the World Bank policy which 
emphasized the cutting of many jobs ,increasing taxes and budget 
cutting. These reasons acted tougher in increasing the unemployment 
ratio in the country . 

The paper also shed some lights on the characteristics of the 
unemployed sector where unemployed men (20 — 35), are more than 
women , uneducated sector is higher ,among women sector high 
percentages of the unemployed are of higher studies especially in human 
sciences, commercial and management specialties. Unemployment is 
higher in rural areas. Amman and Irbed are the highest among the 
Jordanian sub regions 

The paper suggested the following means for combating 
unemployment or at least minimizing its effects. 

1- Investment expansion. 

2- Turning towards labor — intensive ways of production. 

3- Adjusting the educational system to fit with the labor market 
requirements . 

4- Replacing expatriate by Jordanian labor. 

5- Opening outside markets for Jordanian labor force. 
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